Englefield Green Committee

Tuesday 19 June 2018 7.30pm

at
at the Jurgen Centre
Harvest Road
Englefield Green

Members of the Committee

Councillors Miss M N Heath, N M King, M T Kusneraitis, N H Prescot, Miss J K Sohi and P J

Taylor

Residents' Representatives: Mr A E Panter and Mr N Bromilow

In accordance with Standing Order 29.1, any Member of the Council may attend the meeting of
this Committee, but may speak only with the permission of the Chairman of the Committee, if
they are not a member of this Committee.

Notes:

1

2)

3)

AGENDA

Any report on the Agenda involving confidential information (as defined by section
100A(3) of the Local Government Act 1972) must be discussed in private. Any report
involving exempt information (as defined by section 100l of the Local Government Act
1972), whether it appears in Part 1 or Part 2 below, may be discussed in private but only
if the Committee so resolves.

The relevant 'background papers' are listed after each report in Part 1. Enquiries about
any of the Agenda reports and background papers should be directed in the first
instance to Mrs C Holehouse, Democratic Services, Law and Governance Business
Centre, Runnymede Civic Centre, Station Road, Addlestone KT15 2AH

(Tel: Direct Line: 01932 425628). (Email: carol.holehouse@runnymede.gov.uk).

Agendas and Minutes are available on a subscription basis. For details, please ring


mailto:bernard.fleckney@runnymede.gov.uk

4)

Mr B A Fleckney on 01932 425620. Agendas and Minutes for all the Council's
Committees may also be viewed on www.runnymede.gov.uk.

Filming, Audio-Recording, Photography, Tweeting and Blogging of Meetings

Members of the public are permitted to film, audio record, take photographs or make use
of social media (tweet/blog) at Council and Committee meetings provided that this does
not disturb the business of the meeting. If you wish to film a particular meeting, please
liaise with the Council Officer listed on the front of the Agenda prior to the start of the
meeting so that the Chairman is aware and those attending the meeting can be made
aware of any filming taking place.

Filming should be limited to the formal meeting area and not extend to those in the
public seating area.

The Chairman will make the final decision on all matters of dispute in regard to the use
of social media, audio-recording, photography and filming in the Committee meeting.


http://www.runnymede.gov.uk/
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PART II
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not been made available for public inspection.
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12. OPTIONS TO REGULARISE THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES AND
STRUCTURES ON THE GREEN 11

b) Confidential Information

(No reports to be considered under this heading)



1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

2. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

3. MINUTES

To confirm and sign, as a correct record, the Minutes of the Meeting of the
Committee held on 31 October 2017 (Appendix ’A’)

4, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

If Members have an interest in an item, please record the interest on the form circulated
with this Agenda and hand it to the Legal Representative or Democratic Services Officer
at the start of the meeting. A supply of the form will also be available from the
Democratic Services Officer at meetings.

Members are reminded that a non pecuniary interest includes their appointment by the
Council as the Council’s representative to an outside body and that this should be
declared as should their membership of an outside body in their private capacity as a
director, trustee, committee member or in another position of influence thereon.

Members who have previously declared interests, which are recorded in the Minutes to
be considered at this meeting, need not repeat the declaration when attending the
meeting. Members need take no further action unless the item in which they have
interest becomes the subject of debate, in which event the Member must leave the room
if the interest is a disclosable pecuniary interest or if the interest could reasonably be
regarded as so significant to prejudice the Member’s judgement of the public interest.

6. MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE GREEN (COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT)

Synopsis of Report:

To update the Committee on management and maintenance issues relating to
the Green

Recommendations:

i) if the external funding described in the report becomes available, it be used
to replace benches around the Green as set out

ii) the Committee consider whether any action needs to be taken to control
weeds on the Green

Replacement benches

In March the Council was approached by a local resident who offered to fund the
replacement of some of the benches around the Green. The funding is being made
available by a developer involved in building the recently completed student
accommodation on the A30, as recompense for the nuisance caused to residents by

-4-



their contractors parking in Middle Hill. The first priority for spending the funds is a
number of improvements for Middle Hill, such as new benches and planting, which are
being explored, but there is likely to be some funds left and this balance will be made
available to replace benches around the Green. In response to this offer all the
benches around the Green have been re-assessed and prioritised for replacement. A
copy of the findings is attached at Appendix ’B’. The recommendation is that if funds
allow the two logs seats (No. 11 & 13) be replaced with benches initially followed by the
‘Poor’ condition benches (No. 8 and 18), then ‘Fair’ condition benches which do not
have a memorial plague be replaced. It is further recommended that the replacements
are all of a similar style to the timber bench number 5.

(To resolve)
Background papers
None

Maintenance of the grass surface

As agreed at previous meetings, the Green will be scarified again later in the year to
remove moss and thatch from the grass sward. It will also be vertidrained, a process
which punches small holes in the surface to aid drainage. These operations are being
scheduled after the end of the cricket season and Officers will report back to the
Committee regarding the impact in November.

The issue of whether weeds on the Green should be treated with weed killer has been
raised again. This matter was considered by the Committee at its June and October
meetings last year, when it resolved to take no further action, but the committee may
wish to reconsider.

(To resolve)

Background papers

None

Woodland Management Plan

At its meeting in October the Committee resolved that ecological surveys of the woodland
at Englefield Green should be procured. The findings would inform the woodland
management plan that was being developed. The Surrey Wildlife Trust was
commissioned to undertake this work, which would involve a series of site visits by
ecologists over a period of time. The purpose being to record trees, shrubs and
wildflowers, invertebrates, birds, bats and other mammals and make recommendations
for improving the future management of the woodlands to enhance biodiversity.

The surveys of terrestrial mammals were completed during October and November. It is
unsurprising that evidence was found of Grey Squirrel, Roe Deer and Foxes using the
woodland, but Bank Voles, Wood Mice and Pygmy Shrew were also identified during the
surveys. Four Badger setts were found, but these are thought to be unused currently. No
signs of Dormice were found anywhere across the site although there are some areas of
the woodland that may offer suitable habitat for them. It is highly likely Bats will be using
the woodland as a place to forage, commute along its boundaries and possibly roost in
and a subsequent survey will provide more information on the species using the woods.



Other surveys are progressing well with reptile mats having been placed on site and
being checked regularly. The bird surveys and vegetation surveys are underway with the
bat activity surveys starting soon. Invertebrate surveys will be undertaken in June and
August.

A further update will be provided at the meeting in November when most of the surveys
reports and recommendations will have been received.

(For information)
Background papers

None

EVENTS ON THE GREEN (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT)

Synopsis of report:

To report to the Committee on events planned, or proposed, to take place on
the Green in 2018

Recommendations:

i) The Committee approve the use of the Green by Carters Steam Fair again
this year.

ii) The Committee consider whether yoga classes should be permitted on the
Green and instruct Officers accordingly.

Village Fair

In April an event application was received from the Englefield Green Village Residents
Association seeking permission to hold the annual fair on the Green on 23

June. Because of the timescales involved and their being no meeting until now, authority
to approve their application was given after consultation with the Chairman and Vice
Chairman via an exchange of emails.

Carters Steam Fair

Carters Entertainment Ltd have also applied to hold their Steam Fair on the Green again
this year. They intend to arrive on Tuesday 25 September, open the fair on Saturday
29 and Sunday 30 and depart by Tuesday 2 October. Provisional approval, subject to
confirmation by the Committee, has been given and if the Committee approve this
application, Officers will confirm it with Carters.

Yoga classes
Officers have received a request for permission to hold yoga classes on the Green

during the warmer days in the Summer. The proposed classes would last about 1 hour
to 90 minutes and offer the local community a space to do yoga outdoors (weather
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10.

permitting) and to meet with other members of the community. Numbers attending
would vary from 4 to 8. The applicant has been informed that that the Committee would
need to consider such an application based on advice from Officers and is also aware
that in the past the Committee has objected to certain organised activities taking place
on the Green. They have also been offered alternative venues, but are keen to pursue
consent to use the Green initially. The Committee is therefore asked to consider
whether such classes should be permitted.

(To resolve)

Background papers

None

URGENT ACTION = STANDING ORDER 42

Copy of proforma 913 detailing action taken after consultation with the Chairman of the
Committee under Standing Order 42 is at Appendix 'C'.

Members of the Committee are asked if they are happy to give ongoing permission to

Englefield Green Cricket Club to cut an additional strip adjacent to the Cricket Square to

enable the under 8's to play games whilst the older children are using the main square.
(To resolve)

Background papers

None

URGENT ACTION — STANDING ORDER 42
Copy of proforma 902 detailing action taken after consultation with the Chairman of the
Committee under Standing Order 42 is at Appendix 'D'".
(For information)
Background papers

None

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

OFFICERS' RECOMMENDATION that —

the press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of
the following report under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act
1972 on the grounds that the report in question would be likely to involve



disclosure of exempt information of the description specified
paragraph 5 of Part | of Schedule 12A of the Act.

(To resolve)

PART Il

Matters involving Exempt or Confidential Information in respect of which
reports have not been made available for public inspection

a) Exempt Information

11. PARKING ON THE GREEN

12.  OPTIONS TO REGULARISE THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES AND STRUCTURES ON
THE GREEN

b) Confidential Information

(No reports to be considered under this heading)



Englefield Green Committee
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Appendices
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A Minutes - 31 October 2017 1-4
B Benches and Seats Condition Report 5-11
C Urgent Action - Standing Order 42 12 - 15
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